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Farmers reap bumper gains

Adilabad’s farmers have
scen a four-fold rise in their
collective income through
use of digital technology

SU DHlR CHOWDHARY

THE FARMERS OF [ulam_.\u.\ sAdifabad
district have scripted a success story that
can serve as L rexdy templage for the coun-
trv teembrace. Four fuod producer ogans
satons(FPOs) promoted by the Dhan Foun-
dation have leveraged new-age digital
technologies toovercome their constraints,
increasing their collective incomes sizably.

Farmers from Asifabad, Untoor,
Indervellyand Gudihathnoor in adilabad
had been facing several post-harvest
challenges, with lack of access to finan-
cialresources, storage problems and con-
fusion over when and whom to sell fore
ing them to go for distresssales, With a
liguidity crunch affecting their opera-
tions, there was a threat te farm produc-
tivity in theregion.

However, not tobe deterred, the farm-
ers of this region of Telangany, led by
women as well as those from ST, SCand
OBC communities, embraced technology
tobreak thepattern of diswress sale of tarm
produce. Firstly, thanks tothe digital ware-
houses offered by .q:r:lnh startup
Arva.ag'’s inwegrated services, the farmers
wereabie tostore theirtaem produce inan
ntelligent coosystem.tlyat oftered real-
time monttoring, including on the uptake
of cation and pulses. This fameproduoce

could then be used.as cottaturat-for loan

considerations tiéroby enalting the farnm-
dvsuss Locldiancud services,
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Chitru Patel, chalrman UNR
Farmers Producer Company

Chattanathan
Devarajan, co-founder,
Arya.ag and (below),
M Tanubai, chairman,
Indervelly FPO

Ferinstana:, membens of the UNRFann-
ers Producer Counpany trained themselves
s scientificstorageandaceessed the inaosce
solutions to raise their income from
90 lakh to 1.2 crove Sinilarly, the BEWS
Farmers Praduees Comipany :)L!Lll.‘-dll.ldl!l-
tional menme o E9U Lk dhae to access
storage solutions and laxis againg com
imodities, Equipped widithe latest dizitad

techmologicstikeAl MLand o7, the fanners
were able to derive multifolidbenefits rang -
ng from warehousing focilitivéto access to
finmance and trade services.

Grouped under the lllll.!rull.\ of the
DNT Farmers Produces Coimprang, the small

farmers of the regicn pave manezed
merease thett coblective dacome trom
1deroeein 240]19- 2010 icroren 2020

21 and 1o X7 crore e 2021 22 AN torthe
Iadervelly FIC,ithas soad the aryva agpla
furm to sell cotton bales, witls ity Lurnuever
!hl:.—)n'.u'lu'.u Lt 4 Ldevore tzom the sdde
of mere than -, 100 bales,

Cother experienceof seilingon theplat
forne, MTanubag,chas i, [ndervellv 1P,
said, “Last year, we solil 300 cotton bates
indepemndently. We received an advance
paynient for 100 bates but tor the remain-
ing 200 bales, there were GST deductions
that wewere previausy unaware ot While
working with Arya's plattorm, we get
advance payments it full witl no deduce-
tons, There is transparency in trade and
complete documentatonwithbuyers”

Chitra Patel, chatrman, UNR Farmiers
Producer Company, added, "The instant
lean disbursements and payments from
Aryaag's platfonn have made it possibic
for us to make imunediate payouts to the
farmersasseciated withy us. Thishas helped
ushuild strong relationships with themas
they know that the organisationiswosking
fortheirwellare and they are ot struggling
forcash tomeet their needs.”

Themodel of farm produce-based dig-
ital lending has helped achieve financial
innclusion as well. Also, the tarmwers, wlio
were earlier largely dependent o tradi-
tiomal channels for trade and Snance, hive
beenable to avail the services with com-
plete transparency. Through Arya.ag sdig-
itallending maodel, theirloan requestsare
processed in no Gme. From facing a threat
to their fivelithoods 1o witnessing an
almost four-Told increase in then cellec-
tiveincome is how the application of dig-
ital techmelogies in theagrichain domain
has impacted their lives. As Aryaag's co-
founder Chattanathan Devarajun puts it
“Technolopy cuts throagh all rases ot
prejudices with an eventual aim w bene-
fit the end-user, The turnaround story of
thelarming x.'umnmmlvnu\ml Wt I'u.'h
lights thedifferencedigital tech-led neve-
ageagritech tirms canentake tothe sector
In fact, the relevance of sudh plavers s
more thanjust efaninierme diary or facil-
stator, since they e Urive 1:|>\ L ol
ol nrpuwerinent”




